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44 


SuRGERY AND SHOEING. 


Is it right for a veterinary surgeon to combine the 
arts of surgery and shoeing? Doctoring horses and 
shoeing them are both useful arts, and the two call- 
ings are often conducted by one man. The two 
callings are closely allied—were, in fact, only 
separated on the founding of the Royai Veterinary 
College at Camden Town. Since the date of that 
event a century has passed, and practical men care 
less about the origin of things than their present day 
positions and relations. 


Veterinarians are now a chartered body possessing 
privileges and rights for which they may only qualify 
by a long course of study and the successful negotia- 
tion of a series of obstacles in the form of examinations. 
They are recognised as professional men, and it 
depends entirely upon the manners of the individual 
whether or not he shall take his place as “a pro- 
fessional man and a gentleman.” If the action of 
the individual be opposed to the acknowledged welfare 
of the Body Corporate it is unprofessional even when 
legal and beneficial to the member. 


Many veterinarians hold that the conjunction of 
keeping a shoeing forge with the practice of the pro- 
fession is injurious to the upward progress of the 
whole body. They tell us that clients who receive a 
detailed account of shoes supplied for their horses 
cannot assent to the man. who sends it being accepted 
as a member of a scientific and learned profession ; 
and they argue that so long as practitioners present 
themselves as tradesmen, they must be content to 
This argument 
seems to us to be based upon some comparison with 
other professions, and implies that all professions 
must conform to certain rules irrespective of their 
practical application—one of the rules being that no 
member of a profession must openly engage in trade. 
There undoubtedly is a conventional understanding 
to this effect, and if we are to formulate our conduct 
closely upon the ways and methods of other pro- 
fessions, and if to be a purely professional man is 
our hightest aim, then we must cut adrift from all 
trade practices and relinquish the shoeing forge. 


On the other hand if we look at our position from 
the utilitarian point of view the advantages are all 
in favour of retaining the forge when the practice is 
chiefly amongst horses. We believe that the public 
will only view us from the utility standpoint, and 
will grant us a position in accordance with our use- 
fulness. No attempt on our part to assume a 
position copied from the ideas of others at the 
sacrifice of utility, will be likely to increase eithe, 
our general appreciation or social standing. A shoe. 


ing forge in a horse-practice has many advantages. 
When properly managed it yields a direct profit, it 
brings with it introductions and. opportunities for 
professional work, it is convenient in cases of lame- 
ness, and most important of all, it gives an experience 
of the horse’s foot in health and disease not attain- 
able by any other means. 


In the Army, Veterinary Surgeons have the super- 
vision of the shoeing, and very rightly so. _In large 
Companies to which a Veterinary Surgeon is attached 
the horse-shoeing department is controlled by the 
professional man, and no one fails to recognise the 
fitness of the arrangement. In civil life the Veteri- 
nary Surgeon who keeps a shoeing-forge only con- 
trols and supervises the work of the farriers. | Why 
should his position be worse than the others when it 
differs only in the facts that his responsibility is 
greater and that he makes a profit out of the busi- 
ness? The possession of a shoeing-forge certainly 
does not lessen a man’s scientific attainments al- 
though it may suggest to those who are not 
acquainted with him that he probably possesses none. 
The public do not value a veterinary surgeon any the 
less because he owns a forge, when they know him. 
They have not perhaps habitually associated a forge 
with science, and therefore, until they know the 
owner, expect nothing from him more than is sug- 
gested by their mental associations. If all veterinarians 
ceased to-own shoeing-forges the public would in 
time accept them as purely professional men, but 
they would also soon recognise a want of experience 
in the practical acquaintance of the profession with 
horses’ feet and shoeing. The purely professional 
man would not be so useful and the consequence 
would be not an increase in the appreciation of the 
veterinarian but a recognition of his higher and more 
limited sphere.. The farrier on the other hand would 
gain, as he would be sole possessor of special know- 
ledge which all horsemen know is a desideratum in 
~4o man who has to look after the foot in health and 

isease. 


The objection we make to veterinarians keeping 
shoeing forges is quite another story. It is that they 
too often look upon them as a nuisance, and leave 
the principles and practice of the art carried out 
therein entirely to the men; they do not exercise 
sufficient control and supervision, and do not inspire 
their customers with the great importance of the 
subject. If we, as a profession, gave horse shoeing 
a little more study, if we conjoined our scientific 
knowledge to a practical acquaintance with the art, 
we should have less trouble with the trade and a 
higher appreciation from the public. 
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